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Dentons Hong Kong LLP has an impressive track 
record of offering legal services to multinational 
conglomerates and local clients. We have assisted 
our clients to solve their business issues and 
handled various transactions across the Asia Pacific 
including the People’s Republic of China, Australia, 
Singapore, India, Japan, Russia, South Korea, Taiwan 
and the Philippines.

The Hong Kong office provides legal advice 
and representation to governments and state 
owned entities, financial institutions, multinational 
corporations, professional services firms and high 
net worth individuals in relation to their business 
needs in Hong Kong, across the Asia Pacific region 
and globally. 

Our Hong Kong team comprises experienced 
lawyers and leading professionals qualified in seven 
jurisdictions – Hong Kong, England and Wales, 
the United States (New York, District of Columbia),  
Singapore, Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand.

Dentons in Hong Kong

Our core areas of services include:

• Banking and Finance 

• Capital Markets

• Employment and Labour

• Investment Funds and Income Trusts

• Arbitration

• Litigation and Dispute Resolution

• Mergers and Acquisitions

• Real Estate

• Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy

• White Collar and Government Investigations 

In addition, we provide legal services on anti-bribery 
and corruption investigations, regulatory and 
compliance, corporate formation and secretarial 
matters, data privacy and protection.

Dentons is designed to be different. As the world’s largest 
global law firm with 12,500 professionals in over 160 locations 
in more than 80 countries, we can help you grow, protect, 
operate and finance your business. Our polycentric and 
purpose-driven approach, together with our commitment to 
inclusion, diversity, equity and ESG, ensures we challenge the 
status quo to stay focused on what matters most to you.
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What makes Dentons different?
Strong local expertise
Dentons’ Hong Kong team consists of highly 
experienced lawyers and leading professionals, who 
are actively involved in the business community and 
who provide strategic advice on a wide range of 
transactional matters and disputes. 

Global network
Dentons is a global law firm boasting more than 
12,500 lawyers and professionals with more than 160 
offices worldwide spanning across the regions of 
Asia Pacific, Africa, Canada, Central Asia, Europe, the 
Middle East, Latin America, the Caribbean, Russia 
and the CIS, UK and US, making us the top 4 global 
legal services providers in the Thomson Reuters 
Global Elite Law Firm Brand Index 2022. We are able 
to leverage our resources for clients’ needs in Hong 
Kong and across the Asia Pacific region.

Sector approach
Our lawyers operate in business sector teams, 
ensuring they are well versed in the regulatory and 
commercial nuances of areas such as construction, 
energy, education, financial institutions, insurance, 
leisure and hospitality, logistics, manufacturing, 
media and entertainment, pharmaceuticals and life 
sciences, private public partnership (PPP), retail, real 
estate, technology and telecommunications.
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Our lawyers have been highly recognised for their professional knowledge and business capabilities. Here 
are some of the industry accolades our Firm has received recently:

Our Awards and Rankings

Civil Litigation 
Law Firm of the Year

Asian Legal Business 
Hong Kong Law Awards

Leading Firm – 
Dispute Resolution: 

Litigation in China

Chambers Greater 
China, 2024

Chambers Greater 
China, 2024

Leading Firm – 
Dispute Resolution: 

International 
Arbitration in 

China

Chambers Greater 
China, 2024

Leading Firm – 
Capital Markets: 
Securitisation in 

China
Legal 500 Asia Pacific, 

2024

Leading Firm – 
Labour and 

Employment in 
Hong Kong

Legal 500 Asia Pacific, 
2024

Leading Firm – 
Structured Finance 

and Securitisation in 
Hong Kong

Legal 500 Asia Pacific, 
2024

Leading Firm – 
Capital Markets 

(Equity) in 
Hong Kong

IFLR 1000, 2023

Leading Firm –
Restructuring and 

insolvency 
in Hong Kong

IFLR Asia Pacific 
Awards, 2020

Deal of the Year: 
Peoplefund P2P loan 

Securitisation
Asian-mena Counsel 

Deals of the Year 2019

Honourable Mention: 
NWS Holdings' 

acquisition of FTLife 
Insurance

Legal 500 Asia Pacific, 
2024

Leading Firm – 
Dispute Resolution: 

Litigation in 
Hong Kong

Legal 500 Asia Pacific, 
2024

Leading Firm – 
Investment Funds 

in Hong Kong
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Banking and Finance
Banking and Finance
Our Banking and Finance team knows the ins 
and outs of local, national and international laws 
and regulations, as well as transactional rules and 
standard practices. We have assisted a wide range 
of commercial banks, investment banks, accounting 
firms, insurance companies, asset management 
companies, trust companies, financial companies, 
funds and other financial institutions, as well as 
government agencies, with transactions of every 
size and scope. 

We bring clear analysis and innovative solutions to 
the spectrum of financing transactions. Members of 
our team have significant expertise and experience 
in all aspects of business and commercial banking 
and lending, and undertake the preparation of 
loan and security documentation for business and 
commercial banking transactions between US$1 
million to US$200+ million. 

Structured Finance
Our Structured Finance and Securitisation lawyers 
and professionals represent virtually every banking 
and financial institution that is active in the financing, 
purchase and securitisation of financial assets. 
We also represent every type of market participant 
including issuers, underwriters, investors, liquidity 
providers, lenders, conduits, trustees, services 
and originators.

We advise on a broad spectrum of structured 
finance aspects, including residential mortgage-
backed securities (RMBS), asset-backed securities 
(ABS), commercial mortgage-backed securities 
(CMBS), collateralised loan obligations (CLOs), 
covered bonds, derivatives transactions and 
structured products, equipment finance, insurance-
linked securitisation, trade receivables securitisation 
as well as acquisitions and dispositions of non-
performing loans (NPLs). 

Some of Asia’s landmark cross-border securitisation 
includes:

• Lending Ark Asia Secured Private Debt Fund 
and CLSA Capital Partners (HK) Limited 
Representing in the structuring, negotiation, 
and preparation of international documentation 
for the first cross-border Korean P2P consumer 
loan securitisation. Awarded IFLR Asia Pacific 
Awards Structured Finance and Securitisation 
Deal of the Year 2020.

• Lending Ark Asia Secured Private Debt Fund 
and CLSA Capital Partners (HK) Limited 
Representing in the structuring, negotiation 
and documentation of Guaranteed Secured 
Fixed Rate Notes due 2024/2025 issued 
by a special purpose vehicle established in 
Singapore. Nominated IFLR Asia Pacific Awards 
Structured Finance and Securitisation Deal of 
the Year 2021.

• CIMB Bank Berhad 
Advising CIMB on various banking documents 
and other legal agreements, such as facility 
letters, syndicated loan agreements, term loan 
agreements, revolving credit facilities, trade 
loan and other trade financing agreements, 
wholesale banknotes master agreements, 
merchant acquisitions service agreements, 
restructuring agreements, security documents, 
guarantees, term sheets, legal opinions and 
confidentiality agreements.

• CIMB Bank Berhad 
Advising CIMB on the US$3.5 billion debt 
restructuring of a global entertainment and 
hospitality company.

• Carlyle Asia Structured Credit 
Opportunities Fund  
Structuring, negotiation and preparation of all 
documentation for a cross-border “covered 
bond” issued by a Laotian commercial bank 
secured by a pool of auto loans denominated in 
Laotian Kip and US$.
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• AMBAC Assurance Corporation 
Acting as the client (guarantor) on Samsung Life 
Insurance Co.’s RMBS, Korea First Bank’s first and 
third RMBSs, Adelaide Bank Limited and Hsinchu 
International Bank’s first and second RMBSs.

• The Hong Kong Mortgage Corporation 
Limited 
Representing the buyer on Standard Chartered 
Korea First Bank’s first bilateral RMBS and 
Shinhan Bank’s first and second bilateral RMBSs. 
Also advised on conventional and Islamic master 
mortgage guarantee programme with Cagamas 
Berhad. 

Dentons offered excellent 
service and responsiveness.

— Chambers Greater China 2024
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Capital Markets
Our Capital Markets team advises on a broad 
array of commercial and corporate finance 
needs, including equity and debt capital markets, 
representing issuers and underwriters in high-yield, 
investment grade and convertible bond offerings, 
public company share placement, compliance 
matters and debt restructurings. 

We offer a spectrum of legal services and work across 
all stages of fund raising, buy-outs, exit strategies, 
post-IPO secondary offerings, covering both equity 
and debt capital markets transactions. In addition, we 
are one of the few firms in Hong Kong that has on-
the-ground capability of advising on the legal aspects 
of both Hong Kong and US securities law pertaining 
to IPO and other capital markets transactions.

Our Equity Capital Markets team has the depth of 
experience in conducting due diligence, advising 
on transactions involving onshore and offshore 
legal issues and the preparation of all transactional 
documents. We have represented issuing companies 
and underwriters, dealing with more than 60 Hong 
Kong IPO listed projects, including the Main Board 
and GEM, red chips and H-share projects. 

Our Debt Capital Markets team has advised clients 
in transactions involving the full spectrum of 
international and domestic debt offerings, including 
medium-term note programmes, Eurobonds 
(including Maple Bonds and Yankee Bonds), high-
yield bonds, convertible and exchangeable bonds, 
consent solicitations, tender offers, asset-backed, 
mortgage-backed and esoteric securitisations, 
structured products (including collateralised loan 
obligations, collateralised debt obligations, and 
other credit- and equity-linked notes), project 
finance bonds, sovereign debt offerings, US 
municipal bonds, loan participation notes, variable 
funding notes and perpetual securities. 

Our recent representative transactions include:

Initial Public Offerings

• EDA Group Holdings Limited  
(SEHK: 2505) and China Lesso Group 
Holdings Ltd. (SEHK: 2128)  
Advising EDA Group Holdings Limited, a one-
stop end-to-end supply chain solutions provider 
for e-commerce vendors, on its spin-off and 

separate listing from China Lesso Group 
Holdings Ltd. (SEHK: 2128), and the global 
offering of its shares on the Main Board of 
the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. The offering 
raised a gross proceed of approximately 
HK$222.6 million. Also advising China Lesso 
Group Holdings Ltd. (SEHK: 2128) in its PN15 
application for EDA’s spin-off in the transaction.

• XXF Group Holdings Limited (SEHK: 02473) 
Advising the client as Hong Kong legal 
counsel on the global offering of its shares 
on the Main Board of the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange. The offering raised a gross proceed 
of approximately HK$113 million. XXF Group 
Holdings Limited is an established automobile 
retailer providing automobile finance lease 
service primarily through its self-operated sales 
outlets in the PRC. 

• China Securities (International) Corporate 
Finance Company Limited 
Advising the sole sponsor and the underwriters 
in connection with the initial public offering 
of Luyuan Group Holding (Cayman) Limited 
(SEHK: 02451) on the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange. The offering raised net proceeds of 
approximately HK$700 million. Luyuan Group 
Holding is the first red-chip company that 
completed filing procedures with the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission of the PRC in 
connection with its overseas offering and listing. 

• Goldman Sachs and Haitong 
International Capital 
Advising the joint sponsor on the initial public 
offering of Broncus Holding Corporation  
(SEHK: 02216) on the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange under Chapter 18A of the Listing 
Rules. The offering is aimed at raising net 
proceeds of approximately US$191 million. 
Broncus is a leading interventional pulmonology 
medical device player in China and globally 
and has developed an integrated interventional 
pulmonology platform encompassing 
navigation, diagnosis and treatment, which 
addresses the pain points of the existing 
diagnosis and treatment paradigms.
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• Qiming Venture Partners and 
Innovation Works 
Advising the selling shareholders on the dual 
primary listing of Zhihu Inc. (NYSE: ZH; HKEX: 
02390) on the HKEX and global offering with a 
total offer size of approximately US$106 million.

• ZONQING Environmental Limited  
(SEHK: 01855) (Former name: ZONBONG 
LANDSCAPE Environmental Limited) 
Representing in its Hong Kong IPO which raised 
approximately HK$110 million by way of global 
offering. China Tonghai Capital Limited (currently 
known as Quam Capital Limited was the sole 
sponsor in this IPO. The Client Company is a 
well-established service provider of landscaping 
and ecological restoration projects in the three 
northeastern provinces of China, with operations 
in 13 provincial areas in China. 

Debt Capital Markets

• SunRiver International Securities Group 
Limited and other members of the 
underwriter syndicate 
Representing client for the underwriting of the 
dim sum bonds offering by Luzhou Aviation 
Development Investment Group Co., Ltd., 
a state-owned enterprise engaged in the 
investment, development and operation of the 
aviation and aerospace industry in Luzhou City,  
in a global offering under Regulation S of English 
law governed CNY 250 million 3.5%. Bonds due 
2027, backed by letter of credit issued by Bank 
of Shanghai Co., Ltd., Chengdu Branch.

• Gaoyou City Construction Investment 
Development Group 
Representing Gaoyou City Construction 
Investment Development Group, a leading state-
owned infrastructure construction company 
principally engaged in the construction of 
municipal infrastructure, water facilities, roads, 
environmental governance-related facilities and 
shantytown redevelopment projects in Gaoyou 
City and Suzhou City, in its global offering under 
Regulation S of its English law governed CNY300 
million 6.0 per cent. Guaranteed Bonds due 
2026 in the Shanghai FTZ. The bonds are listed 
and traded on the Chongwa (Macao) Financial 
Asset Exchange Co., Ltd. 

• CMB International  
Representing client as the sole dealer advisor 
in connection with the exchange offer by 
Huijing Holdings Company Limited of at least 
a minimum acceptance amount of US$107.4 
million of its outstanding US$138.0 million 
12.50% senior notes due 2022 for 12.50% senior 
notes due 2023.

• Yunnan Communications Investment and 
Construction Group Co., Ltd. 
Representing an integrated transport 
infrastructure investor and developer 
headquartered in Kunming on global offering 
of US$200 million 3.10% Guaranteed Notes 
due 2024 under Regulation S with China 
Industrial Securities International as the sole 
global coordinator and ICBC Singapore, ICBC 
International, CEB International, China Minsheng 
Banking Corp., Ltd., Hong Kong Branch, 
Industrial Bank Co., Ltd. Hong Kong Branch and 
Glory Sun Financial as joint lead managers and 
joint bookrunners.

• Beijing Public Housing Center 
Representing a leading affordable housing 
construction and investment company based in 
Beijing, as international counsel, on the global 
offering of its English law governed US$300 
million 1.90% Guaranteed Bonds due 2026 under 
Regulation S and listed on the HKEX and MOX. 

• Shijiazhuang Xinye Biomedical Industry 
Investment Fund (Limited Partnership) 
Advising on its wholly-owned subsidiary’s 
subscription of the convertible bonds of 
approximately RMB 1,200 million issued by 
Luye Pharma Group Ltd (SEHK: 2186).

The team possesses extensive 
knowledge and experience in 
navigating the complexities of 
securities laws and regulations, 
and is consequently able to 
provide the most relevant and 
effective advice to clients.

— The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2024
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Employment and Labour
Dentons’ Employment and Labour team advises 
local and foreign clients on a range of employment 
and HR related matters, including employment 
contracts and policies, employees’ protection 
and compensation, restrictive covenants, transfer 
and secondment of staff, visas and work permits 
arrangement, redundancy issues, data privacy, 
discrimination issues and occupational safety and 
health issues.  We support our clients in every stage 
of an employment relationship and our employment 
litigation specialists handle labour disputes brought 
at the Equal Opportunities Commission, the Labour 
Tribunal, the District Court and the High Court as 
well as handling large-scale internal investigations, 
regulatory reporting and acrimonious terminations.

Our recent representative matters include:

• Global technology company 
Advising on key issues relating to COVID-19 
vaccination and testing for its employees prior 
to returning to work. We undertook this project 
as a part of Dentons’ global efforts to address 
similar legal issues faced in multiple jurisdictions 
where it has operations. We monitored material 
developments in government policies and 
offered fortnightly reporting. 

• Leading aircraft manufacturer 
Advising in relation to a restructuring of their 
sales executive compensation and incentive 
scheme around the world.  

• Insurance broker 
Advising in respect of a mass departure of its 
Hong Kong work force, including in relation 
to their investigation of suspected incidents 
of solicitation of staff members and clients, 
including injunction proceedings to prevent the 
senior executive from poaching existing staff 
and taking customers to the competitor. 

• International airline  
Acting as employment counsel on retainer for 
this international airline to advise the group 
on various employment matters, and have 
from time to time advised them on a variety 
of employment issues, such as advice on 
redundancy and ad hoc termination of their 
staff in Hong Kong, maternity benefits and the 
relevant statutory rights enjoyed by pregnant 
employees. 

• International hotel chain 
Advising the group on various corporate 
and employment matters, and a variety of 
employment issues, such as the hiring and 
termination of both permanent and non-
permanent staff (such as interns), treatment 
of pregnant and sick employees (including 
the applicable laws and regulations on the 
termination of pregnant employees and 
employees on long term sick leave). 

• HK retail bank 
Acting for the bank in a claim brought by a 
senior executive who was made redundant from 
his role and claimed he had been treated unfairly 
by the bank. 

• US investment bank 
Advising a number of its senior bankers in 
relation to an investigation by the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption into the 
bank’s hiring practices of the children of well-
connected business leaders in the PRC. 

Respected practice genuinely 
doing employment law work. 

— The Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2024
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Investment Funds and Income Trust
Dentons Hong Kong offers a full range of services 
to investors and investee companies, including, 
on the public fund side, helping local fund houses 
to establish public funds and international fund 
clients to obtain regulatory approval for offering 
fund products to the Hong Kong public, and, on 
the private fund side, setting up and structuring 
onshore and/or offshore investment funds. We pride 
ourselves in being a one-stop shop supporting 
the entire investment life cycle and investment 
managers’ value chain. Our team carries unique 
capabilities advising on regulatory matters in the 
management or offering of investment products, 
also in relation to different responsible investment 
strategies and related environmental, social 
and governance (ESG) issues for investors and 
investee companies.

Our representative experiences include: 

• Argyle Street Management Limited 
Advising on the formation of a Cayman Islands 
corporate fund primarily investing in private 
credit in the natural resources industry. 

• China Southern Fund Management Co., Ltd. 
Advising on the Hong Kong SFC authorisation 
of Southbound Mainland funds under the 
Mutual-Recognition of Funds arrangement and 
ongoing compliance, notification and filing 
regulatory requirements.

• Forwin Capital Management Limited 
Advising on the formation of two Hong Kong 
limited partnership funds, each investing in pre-
IPO securities.  We advised extensively on the 
structuring, commercial terms and operational 
issues of the two funds.  We also advised on the 
underlying investment of one of the two funds.

• Yu Ming Investment Management Limited  
Acting as lead counsel for the formation of 
a Cayman Islands fund investing in global 
long/short equities under an unconstrained 
investment strategy.  The HK team also advised 
on the US related issues including the latest US 
FINRA New Issue Rules 5130 and 5131.

• ICBC-Credit Suisse Asset Management  
Advising on potential product features and on 
the establishment of Cayman open-end private 
sub-funds.

• BOCOM Schroders Fund 
Management Co., Ltd  
Advising the client on strategic changes to the 
offering of its two Hong Kong SFC authorised 
Mainland public funds and ongoing compliance 
with related notification, filing and regulatory 
requirements.

• JW Capital, Robeco Hong Kong, 
Zhong Ou International and other 
Hong Kong licensed managers  
Advising on meeting the requirements of 
the Hong Kong Fund Manager Code of 
Conduct on management and disclosure 
of climate-related risks.

• GF International  
Advising on the establishment and maintenance 
of several private investment funds as Cayman 
segregated portfolio companies or Cayman 
standalone fund structures.

• Welkin Capital   
Advising the client in relation to acting as 
Hong Kong investment manager and the 
offering of proposed UK listed private equity 
fund, combining the specialised listed funds 
experience of Dentons UK and the extensive 
regulatory and industry expertise of Dentons 
Hong Kong. 

The team provides practical 
and commercial advice.

— Legal 500 Asia Pacific 2023
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Arbitration
Dentons’ world renowned international arbitration 
team works seamlessly across offices and regions 
to assist clients from the onset of a dispute, through 
to enforcement of an arbitral award.  We are familiar 
with the major institutional and procedural rules and 
we know the arbitrators who decide cases.  

As a global law firm with presence in over 80 
countries, we find ourselves a go-to firm for both 
Mainland Chinese parties to Hong Kong arbitration 
(including State Owned Enterprises) and international 
clients (typically from the US and Europe). 

Our team has also regularly represented clients 
in arbitrations administered by regional and 
international arbitration institutions, such as Hong 
Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC), 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), China 
International Economic and Trade Arbitration 
Commission (CIETAC), Singapore International 
Arbitration (SIAC), and Shanghai International 
Arbitration Center (SHIAC).  

We have extensive experience in handling 
jurisdictional challenges against arbitration 
proceedings, applying for interim relief (such 
as asset preservation orders in China) in aid of 
arbitral proceedings, and representing claimants in 
enforcing Hong Kong and foreign arbitral awards.  

Our representative cases include:

• Leading cryptocurrency exchange
Representing the operating arm of one of the 
world’s largest cryptocurrency exchanges 
on a series of disputes – including an HKIAC 
arbitration – with its joint venture partners 
in Korea. 

• Chinese state owned asset manager 
Representing in a number of HKIAC arbitrations 
seeking a myriad of remedies against multiple 
parties (natural persons and corporations) in 
different jurisdictions. 

• US defence company
Representing in an ICDR/AAA arbitration 
against a German subcontractor regarding the 
performance of a contract for the development 
of defence system.

• Chinese steel supplier 
Representing respondent to AAA proceedings 
brought by a large commodities trader 
which involved satellite litigation in multiple 
jurisdictions.

• PRC manufacturing group 
Advising the respondents in arbitration 
proceedings (UNCITRAL under the auspices of 
the HKIAC) brought by a Taiwan based landlord 
in connection with multiple disputes arising out 
of a complex series of leases, giving rise to the 
arbitration and litigation in the PRC.

• PRC manufacturer of juice and tea products 
Advising the respondents to HKIAC proceedings 
brought by a US based private equity firm to 
recover an investment by way of bond issue of 
over US$200 million.
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I consider Dentons to be the law 
firm of choice for international 
arbitrations, they have very 
extensive experience in cross-
border arbitration cases. They 
have their own offices in many 
countries and regions, and can 
quickly coordinate local lawyers, 
resources and experts to provide 
efficient solutions.

— Legal 500 Asia Pacific  2024

• US-based global manufacturing and 
distribution company 
Advising on an HKIAC arbitration against its 
former Chinese supplier, in connection with 
misappropriation of trade secrets, know-how 
and designs relating to automobile parts and 
various breaches of a Master Supply Agreement.

• Singapore based private equity fund 
Advising on a claim brought by the fund (HKIAC) 
against its co-investor and majority shareholder 
in the holding entity for a business engaged 
principally in electronics manufacturing in 
the PRC, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Singapore. The dispute involved, in addition 
to the HKIAC arbitration, litigation in the BVI 
and restructuring of the underlying private 
equity deals.
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Litigation & Dispute Resolution
Dentons Hong Kong has a strong track record in 
advising on a broad range of high-value, complex 
and multi-jurisdictional disputes for clients regionally 
and globally.  

We assist our clients in pursuing, defending and 
mediating a wide variety of civil and commercial 
claims in all level of courts and across various 
jurisdictions and industry sectors.  We also 
frequently handle applications for injunctive relief 
and asset freezing, and help our clients implement 
tracing and enforcement of judgments.  From risk 
analysis to crisis management, we have a team of 
seasoned lawyers to provide you with clear advice 
and quality representations in writing and hearings. 

Of particular note is our depth of experience in 
litigation relating to shareholder disputes, financial 
investments and fraud, often with cross-border 
elements.  We regularly handle disputes for 
international corporations, high net worth individuals 
and regulatory authorities.

We also have a well-respected practice of acting in 
professional disputes and disciplinary proceedings 
for a wide range of professionals including solicitors, 
accountants, brokers and licensed individuals.

Our representative experiences include: 

• Abercrombie & Fitch Co., and AFH Hong 
Kong Stores, Limited 
Acting for the subsidiary of Abercrombie 
& Fitch Co in High Court actions against its 
former landlord for recovery of rental deposit of 
over HK$40 million following early determination 
of a lease for its four-storey flagship store in 
Pedder Building, Central. Resisting the landlord’s 
counterclaim for costs of restoring the premises 
to its original layout and damages for loss of 
rental income. The matter is recently taken to 
the Court of Final Appeal.

• Law Society of Hong Kong  
Success in opposing an application for leave to 
apply for judicial review against its decision to 
intervene into the practice of the law firm Wong, 
Fung & Co., brought by a partner of the firm.  
The firm is one of the largest conveyancing firms 
in Hong Kong and the intervention was by far 
the largest in Hong Kong’s legal history. 

• Bayin Resources Company Limited 
Acting for the client in successfully defending a 
claim by the plaintiff (in liquidation) for damages 
ranging between HK$17 million and HK$1 billion, 
plus expenses incurred by the plaintiff in the sum 
of HK$13 million and interest on the above sums.
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Dentons offered great depth 
of analysis and skill in dealing 
with some complicated 
issues and their advice was 
easily understood by the 
commercial team.

— Chambers Asia Pacific 2024

• Akbank 
Acting for a major European bank based 
in Turkey for the recovery of a fraudulently 
transferred sum of over US$100 million.  In a 
short period of time, the firm was able to obtain 
Mareva injunctions against multiple defendants 
and disclosure of banker’s records, and later 
commenced action in Hong Kong initially 
against 14 Defendants.  Having successfully 
obtained multiple further injunction orders and 
disclosure orders, the Plaintiff then sought relief 
against a total of 21 Defendants. 

• Bulat Utemuratov and associated entities  
This matter is related to the high-profile litigation 
before the High Court in London between 
BTA Bank JSC, one of the largest banks in 
Kazakhstan, and its former chairman Mukhtar 
Ablyazov, a Kazakh oligarch whom the bank 
accused of mismanaging and embezzling over 
US$6 billion of BTA capital.

• Chinese state owned asset manager  
Acting for this Chinese SOE in claiming HK$270 
million from a borrower under a margin facility 
which was secured, inter alia, by a pledge 
over shares in a PRC company. Apart from 
successfully obtaining a favourable judgement 
against the debtor, we also commenced 
arbitration in Hong Kong against the guarantor 
and obtained a favourable award.
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Mergers and Acquisitions
Dentons’ Hong Kong Mergers & Acquisitions team 
offers a full service to local and international clients, 
including entity formation, conversion, dissolution 
and liquidation as well as legal counseling covering 
all aspects of transactional and operational work in 
our clients’ businesses.

The firm has represented public and private 
companies, buyers and sellers, boards of directors, 
shareholders, investors and owners, partnerships 
and private individuals, financial services institutions, 
underwriters, commercial and investment banks 
on a wide range of matters.  The team also advises 
on commercial issues including regulatory and 
compliance and data protection.

Our representative cases include:

• NWS Holdings Limited
Advising NWS Holdings Limited on the disposal 
of certain equity interests in Xiamen Container 
Terminal Group Co., Limited to Xiamen 
International Port Co., Ltd for RMB1.6 billion and 
the listing rules implication.

• Jiuding Group
Advising client in negotiation with NWS Holdings 
Limited (HKSE: 00659) on its HK$21.5 billion 
disposal of its 100% equity interest in FTLife 
Insurance Company Limited to NWS Holdings 
Limited. This transaction marked one of the 
largest insurance M&A deals ever in Hong Kong 
and was shortlisted as M&A Deal of the Year 
2020 by IFLR. Asian-mena Counsel has also 
given honourable mention to this transaction 
at their Deals of the Year 2019.

• Lavazza Group 
Advising Lavazza Group, a world-renowned 
Italian manufacturer of coffee products, in the 
signature of a joint venture with Yum China 
Holdings, Inc. to explore and develop the 
Lavazza coffee shop concept in China.

• Jumbo Planet Group Limited 
Advising the controlling shareholder of 
TEM Holdings Limited (SEHK: 08346), on its 
privatization and delisting by way of a scheme 
of arrangement

• Lotte Group
In the largest Korean investment into China, 
advising on Lotte’s takeover of a Hong Kong 
publicly listed company holding supermarket 
chain in Mainland China and privatization of the 
same. We also advised on Hong Kong regulatory 
clearance and assisted with clearance from 
China antitrust regulators, worked with HSBC, 
Nomura as investment bankers, this deal was 
shortlisted as an Asian Deal of the Year.

• CNOOC
Advising on the successful bid to own a 50% 
stake in a South American energy company for 
US$3.1 billion. Thereafter, advising its acquisition 
of a 12.5% share of Tangguh in Indonesia for 
US$803 million.

• Flextronics 
Advising on a multi-national proposed M&A 
transaction, the seller was based in Germany 
and the deal required counsel from Finland, 
India and numerous other jurisdictions. Work 
encompassed a range of EU competition 
matters and other legal issues.

• GCL-POLY Energy Holdings Limited 
(SEHK: 03800)
Advising on its US$3.2 billion acquisition of 
Jiangsu Zhongneng Polysilicon Technology 
Development Co., Ltd. Awarded and recognised 
as 2013/2014 M&A Deal of the Year.

• China Minmetals (SHKE: 1208)
Advising on its US$5.8 billion mining asset 
acquisition in Peru from Glencore-Xstrata. 

16   •   Dentons Hong Kong LLP



Real Estate
Dentons’ Asia Pacific Real Estate group is a diverse 
team that provides advice with both a global and 
regional perspective, with experience and familiarity 
with complex cross-border transactions as well as 
deep local knowledge in the many jurisdictions in 
which we practice. The group assists investment 
banks, private equity funds, financial institutions 
and developers in acquisitions and dispositions, 
financings, joint venture and construction 
transactions. The group also routinely represents 
hospitality clients as well institutional landlords and 
tenants in commercial transactions. Our group 
focuses on an integrated approach, giving clients 
the comfort of an unmatched global and regional 
presence together with a deep understanding of 
local real estate markets befitting a firm with offices 
in most, if not all, of the locations where our clients 
do business.

The group also routinely works with our other related 
practice groups to provide our clients with seamless 
access to our experience in project finance, project 
development and dispute resolution matters. 

Our representative experiences include: 

• A multi-national Chinese 
e-commerce company
Representing in the acquisition of a South East 
Asian logistics portfolio from an institutional 
private equity firm.

• China Development Industrial Bank 
and KGI Bank
Representing in multiple cross-border 
mezzanine and senior loans secured by self-
storage facilities to a portfolio company of an 
institutional private equity firm.

• Ascent Real Estate Investors and Sigma Delta 
Partners Investment 
Representing in the formation of an institutional 
investor consortium and the consortium’s 
US$1.34 billion acquisition of Dinghao 
Electronics Plaza, a landmark complex located 
in the core area of Zhongguancun, Beijing. The 
transaction is one of the largest-ever foreign 
investor acquisitions of a Beijing commercial real 
estate asset.

• A wholly-owned subsidiary of China Life 
Insurance Group
Representing the largest financial insurance 
corporation in China and one of the largest 
insurers in the world in its formation of a 
strategic joint venture with ElmTree Funds, 
LLC, a leading private equity real estate firm 
headquartered in St. Louis, Missouri, together 
with the joint venture’s acquisition of a U.S. 
commercial real estate net lease portfolio for 
approximately US$950 million.

• SRE Group Limited (“SRE”)
Representing an integrated real estate developer 
focusing on high-quality development and 
renewal projects in first-tier cities in China, in 
its acquisition of 75 Howard in San Francisco, 
the United States of America. China Minsheng 
Investment Group has a controlling stake in SRE.

• Starwood Capital Group
Advising a leading global private investment 
firm on the establishment of a new China-
based hotel joint venture with Shimao Property 
Holdings Limited, a leading Chinese property 
developer and operator.
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Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Dentons’ Restructuring, Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
team provides full-service to a wide range of clients, 
including companies facing financial distress, 
debtors and potential debtors, official and ad hoc 
committees, secured and unsecured creditors. 
Our lawyers’ experience covers every aspect of 
bankruptcy, reorganisation and creditors’ rights 
representation.

Our practice is a leading player in the Hong Kong 
market, and is well known for both its contentious 
and non-contentious work. Over the years, we 
have been involved in many high profile insolvency 
matters, both in Hong Kong and internationally. We 
position ourselves at the top end of the market with 
a focus on challenging and complex work.

Our representative experiences include:

• A State-owned Enterprise
Acting for the client against two guarantors by 
issuing bankruptcy proceedings.

• Confidential client
Applying ex parte for the appointment of 
provisional liquidators of companies, including 
listed company, the assets of which were at risk 
of being depleted by recalcitrant directors.

• Southwest Pacific Bauxite
In the famous Lasmos case, we successfully 
resisted a winding up petition arising out of a 
shareholder dispute over a JV set up to run and 
operate an aluminum bauxite mining business in 
the Solomon Islands. 

• Bayin Resources Company Limited
Successfully defended a claim by the plaintiff (in 
liquidation) against our client for damages. The 
case involved a maximum claim by the plaintiff 
of nearly HK$1 billion (US$128 million). 

• Ocean Sino (in liquidation) and PBM 
Asset Management
Successfully obtained three favourable 
decisions for Ocean Sino/PBM Asset 
Management. These victories allow the 
Joint Liquidators to seize control of the joint 
venture, conduct investigations of its affairs 
and commence legal actions to recover 
misappropriated assets.

• Singapore-based trust company
Acting for a professional firm of trustees of a 
Chinese investment fund (in liquidation), whose 
assets were intended to be invested into quoted 
securities to produce a guaranteed fixed return. 
In order to secure the amount of the guaranteed 
return, the fund managers also arranged for 
affiliates and associates of a HK listed company 
to provide suitable security, including a share 
pledge and personal guarantee by the founder, 
who is currently in prison in the PRC for 
unrelated allegations of fraud. 

• Hong Kong joint and several liquidators
Advising on the liquidation of a Hong Kong 
company. The Company operated a successful 
ship broking business in various jurisdictions. 
As a result of the breakdown of relationship 
between the shareholders and directors, the 
Company ceased to carry on business. HK 
liquidators sought and obtained the Court’s 
approval to appoint solicitors to assist them in 
carrying out their duties as liquidators. We were 
instructed to make various court applications in 
the liquidation process.

• Hong Kong liquidators
Acting for Joint Official Liquidators of a Cayman 
company operating F&B business, in relation 
to realisation of the company’s assets in 
Hong Kong.
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White Collar and Government Investigations
Dentons Hong Kong advises and acts for clients 
in both contentious and non-contentious 
regulatory matters, ranging from acting for clients 
in Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) and 
Independent Commission Against Corruption 
(ICAC) investigations to providing compliance 
advice in relation to requirements of the SFC. Our 
team also has considerable hands-on experience 
in the investigation of commercial fraud and white-
collar crimes; supporting clients from urgent asset 
freezing injunction order applications, tracking 
and recovery of stolen or misappropriated assets, 
to providing interim relief in aid of overseas legal 
proceedings. 

The size and scale of our practice enables us to 
deploy large teams for major investigations and 
litigation, or to call on individual experts to advise on 
niche areas of law often required by clients within 
financial services e.g. sanctions, financial crime and 
national security matters. We are relatively unique 
in that we work both for and against regulators 
and our work for the SFC, Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the Hong Kong government gives 
us unparalleled insight which our private sector 
clients consider invaluable.  

The team also has relations with the ICAC, 
Commercial Crime Bureau (CCB), Financial 
Reporting Council (FRC) and the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority (HKMA) as well as other external 
bodies and media contacts in the planning and 
implementation of internal investigations.

Our representative experiences include:

• Chinese Asset Management company 
Advising in connection with a raid and 
subsequent SFC investigation into allegations 
of wrongdoing by our client’s counterparties, 
including advising on substantial document 
disclosure exercise and ancillary privilege issues.

• Global accounting firms and listed 
companies 
Acting for firms and listed companies in AFRC 
investigations and enquiries into audits and 
financial statements of and prepared by Hong 
Kong listed companies.

• Major international investment bank 
Acting for a number of its senior bankers 
in relation to a high profile investigation by 
the ICAC.

• Financial markets leader and 
securities trader  
Advising in relation to a Request for Mutual Legal 
Assistance in criminal matters issued by the 
Office of the Attorney General in Switzerland 
to the Hong Kong Department of Justice, 
requesting assistance with the transmission of 
information and evidence of trading records 
held in a Hong Kong brokerage account.

• Hong Kong listed company  
Acting for a senior director of a Hong Kong 
listed company in a major SFC investigation 
relating to allegations against the company and 
various senior executives for publishing false 
and misleading information and failing to make 
timely disclosure of inside information.

• Finance director of Hong Kong 
listed company 
Advising in relation to an SFC investigation 
into alleged insider dealing and subsequent 
proceedings before MMT.

• Directors of a Hong Kong listed company 
Advising in relation to alleged breach of HKSE 
listing rules through share dealings during a 
black out period and subsequent investigation.
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Dentons Global
Global Reach, Local Insight
With more than 5,900 lawyers serving more than 80 countries, Dentons offers clients the benefit of quality 
experience in and of the communities in which they want to do business or resolve a dispute – from Canada 
and the United States, across Europe, the United Kingdom, the Middle East and Africa, Australia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean and throughout the Asia Pacific region.

Locations in purple represent Dentons o�ices.
Locations in blue represent associate firms, o�ices, jurisdictions of practice from other 

Dentons’ o�ices or special alliances as required by law or regulation.
Locations in gray represent Brazil Strategic Alliance.
大成 is Dentons’ preferred law firm in China. May 2024

Mexico City
Monterrey

Port Moresby

Brisbane

SydneyPerth
Adelaide

Melbourne

San Francisco
Oakland

Silicon Valley
Los Angeles

Orange County
San Diego

Phoenix

Edmonton
Calgary

Vancouver

Frankfurt
Dusseldorf

Luxembourg 
Amsterdam

Brussels

Munich
Berlin
Prague
Bratislava
Budapest
Warsaw

Harbin

Astana

Tashkent

Taiyuan
Xi’an

Ulaanbaatar
Yinchuan
Lanzhou

Xining

Lhasa

Zhengzhou

Urumqi

Kyiv

Jeddah
Riyadh

Dubai
Muscat
Abu 
Dhabi
Doha

Kampala
Nairobi
Mombasa
Dar es Salaam

Port Louis

Jilin

Jinan
Changzhou, Nanjing

Seoul

Taipei
Wenzhou

Fuzhou
Xiamen
Hefei
Nanchang

Zhoushan, Ningbo, Nantong
Hangzhou, Shanghai, Suzhou, Wuxi

Rome

Houston
Dallas

Casablanca

Honolulu
Hilo

Milton Keynes

Aberdeen
Edinburgh

Glasgow

Baku

Almaty

Hohhot
Shijiazhuang
Beijing
Tianjin
Qingdao
Dalian
Shenyang
Changchun

Tbilisi

Cayman
Islands

Jamaica

Auckland

Beirut
Amman
Cairo

Istanbul

Wellington

Luanda
Lusaka

Toronto
Ottawa
Montréal

Boston
Portland
Short Hills, New York
Harrisburg
Washington, DC
Pittsburgh
Atlanta
Huntsville, The Shoals
Birmingham, Tuscaloosa 

London
Dublin

Denver
Ogden, Salt Lake City, Lehi

St. George

Guatemala City
San Salvador
Tegucigalpa

Managua
Liberia

San José
Guayaquil

Panama City
Quito
Lima

Medellín
Bogotá

Santiago
La Paz

Caracas

Chongqing

Cincinnati
Lexington
Louisville

Indianapolis
Jasper

Evansville
Chicago

St. Louis
Ames

Des Moines
 West Des Moines

Kansas
City

New Orleans

Miami
Naples
Mobile

Rio de Janeiro
São Paulo
Brasília
Ribeirão Preto
Montevideo
Buenos Aires
Santa Cruz

Abuja
Lagos

Port 
Harcourt

Guangzhou, 
Zhuhai, 
Shenzhen
Huangshi
Changsha
Haikou
Sanya
Nanning

Chengdu

Kuala Lumpur
Singapore

Jakarta
Ho Chi Minh City

KunmingTunis
New Delhi

Hanoi
Guiyang

Chennai 
Hyderabad
Bengaluru
Mumbai

Bucharest

Paris
Milan

Madrid

Hong Kong

Manila

Windhoek
Johannesburg

Cape Town
Maputo

British Virgin Islands 
Anguilla 
Dominica, St. Lucia
Barbados
Guyana
Trinidad and Tobago
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Grenada
Montserrat
Antigua and Barbuda,
St. Kitts and Nevis

Wuhan

Yangon

Christchurch

80+ 

countries

160+
locations

5,900+
Lawyers

22   •   Dentons Hong Kong LLP





Dentons Hong Kong LLP | 3201 Jardine House, 1 Connaught Place, Central, Hong Kong | Tel: +852 2523 1819 | Fax: +852 2868 0069

© 2024 Dentons is an international legal practice providing client services worldwide through its member firms and affiliates. 
This publication is not designed to provide legal or other advice and you should not take, or refrain from taking, action based on 
its content. Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices. 

Dentons Hong Kong LLP is regulated by the Law Society of Hong Kong. Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices. Our firm, 
formerly called Dentons Hong Kong, was converted to a limited liability partnership under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance

Cap 159 on January 1st, 2018. The name of our firm is now Dentons Hong Kong LLP. 

CSBrand-136660-Hong Kong firm brochure (EN)-11 — 18/06/2024

ABOUT DENTONS

Across over 80 countries, Dentons helps you grow, protect, operate and finance your organization  
by providing uniquely global and deeply local legal solutions. Polycentric, purpose-driven and committed  
to inclusion, diversity, equity and sustainability, we focus on what matters most to you. 

www.dentons.com


